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WOLLMAN 


usic is a universal language, 
especially among the young. 
It’s therefore not surprising 


that many of this year’s IY Y events, 
both in Canada and abroad, have a 
musical focus. 


e For example, October 1, which is 
traditionally International Music 
Day, this year was designated 
World Youth Music Day by 
UNESCO. In countries 
around the world, the 
special day was celebrated 
through concerts by young 
musicians and festivals for 
young people. 


e In Toronto, high school 
student Danny Friedman 
was inspired by IYY to 
compose a special song 
tribute to the year and to 
Canada. Friedman sent his song 
“We're Going Far” to UNICEF 
Canada which decided to use it for 
television public service announce- 
ments promoting IYY. Television 
spots featuring Danny Friedman’s 
song, tennis star Carling Bassett 
(UNICEF Canada’s Youth Year 
Goodwill Ambassador) and the 
production company of Dalton, 
Fenske and Friends, have been aired 
on stations across the country. 


e Western Canada had an oppor- 
tunity to enjoy youthful musical 
talents recently when a specially 
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BULLETIN 


IYY INSPIRES 


MUSICIANS 


The grand finale of Unicef Canada’s song 
tribute to IY Y. 


formed Western Youth Orchestra 
toured eight cities in the West and 
the Northwest Territories. The 
orchestra was composed of some 45 
young musicians representing their 
provinces and the territory. 


Canada 
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e In Hamilton, a new musical 
company of young people was set up 
and presented three popular Broad- 
way musicals at Hamilton Place 
during the summer. The company, 
called New Faces ’85, features 36 
talented young people who, under 
professional guidance, produced 
youthful versions of The Sound 
of Music, Godspell and Fiddler 
on the Roof. Organizers say 
the project could develop 
into a permanent 
summer company. 


e Some 450 members 
of youth choirs from 

various Canadian com- 

munities will have an 
opportunity to join 
together in song during an 

International Youth Year 
Choral Festival, November 

7-11, in Toronto. Called 
Kaggik ’85, the festival will 
feature workshops, rehearsals, 
performances and social events. 
The festival will culminate in a 
massed choir performance at Roy 
Thomson Hall under the direction 
of Canada’s foremost choral conduc- 
tor, Dr. Elmer Iseler. The event has 
been organized by the Ontario 
Choral Federation and the Toronto 
Mendelssohn Youth Choir. 


FALL 1985 


FEDERAL 


GOVERNMENT 


INITIATIVES AIMED 
AT WIDE RANGE 
OF YOUNG PEOPLE 


outh symposia, educational 

films, career information 

kits, leadership training 
projects — these are some of the 
initiatives launched by various 
federal government departments 
and agencies this year in honour of 
IYY. Here is a sampling of Govern- 
ment of Canada activities designed 
to promote the interests of youth 
during 1985 and well into the future: 


e The need to improve fitness 
among young Canadians will be the 
subject of a national symposium 
organized by Fitness Canada and 
scheduled for December 4 to 6 in 
Ottawa. The event will bring 
together fitness leaders from across 
the country as well as young people 
who are not particularly active in 
fitness. The idea behind inviting this 
second group is to ensure that the 
symposium does not simply “‘preach 
to the converted,” but involves 
those who need special encourage- 
ment to become fit. 


Symposium participants will assess 
the existing youth fitness programs, 
and will develop action plans for 
improving young people’s fitness 
levels. 


e Agriculture Canada would like 
young Canadians to know more 
about the many career opportu- 
nities, both in Canada and abroad, 
offered by the agriculture and food 
sector. The department has, there- 
fore, developed an information kit 
directed at youth which dispels the 
myth that the only job in agriculture 
is farming. The kit points out that 
the field spans many career areas — 


scientific research, agriculture 
journalism, agriculture economics, 
food-aid, and specialized computer 
programming — to name a few. 
Information on which educational 
institutions offer programs in these 
fields is also included. 


The kit is available from: 
Communications Branch, Public 
Inquiries, Agriculture Canada, Sir 
John Carling Building, 930 Carling 
Ave., Ottawa, Ont., KIA 0C5. 


Young people getting a taste of agricul- 
tural I1fe. 


e A group of young people from 
across Canada and abroad will have 
an opportunity to learn more about 
Canadian culture and communi- 
cations technology through an 
educational tour sponsored by the 
Department of Communications. 
The tour, running from October 5 to 
October 19, will feature communi- 
cations research centres and high 
technology sites, as well as cultural 
events such as exhibitions and 
performances. The participants 
include 30 young Canadians from 
each region of the country and 30 
young people from 17 developing 
and newly industrialized nations. 


The program is designed to promote 
an exchange of information on a wide 
variety of communications research 
and cultural issues. The program 
will also emphasize international co- 
operation for peaceful applications 
of communications technologies and 
the communications needs of newly 
industrialized countries. 


COMPANIES CREATE 
EMPLOYMENT 
PROGRAMS 


he Canadian Chamber of 
/ Commerc has launched a 

national program called 
Youth Employment Opportunity 
Initiative to help young people find 
rewarding careers. Through this 
initiative, local Chambers of 
Commerce or Boards of Trade 
mobilize community resources to 
generate training and job 
opportunities for unemployed 
youth. For more information, call 
1-800-267-4162 or contact your local 
Chamber of Commerce. 


e Canadian National (CN) gave 
unemployed young people a chance 
to gain job skills this year through a 
special Youth Employment Pro- 
gram. The Program was open to 
jobless candidates, aged 16 to 25, 
and invited them to apply for a wide 
range of technical, professional, 
administrative, clerical and analy- 
tical jobs. Successful candidates are 
being matched to available positions 
in Ottawa, London, North Bay, 
Capreol and Toronto. 


YOUTH CHANNEL 


PROPOSED 


anada’s youth badly need 
G high-quality television 

programming designed espe- 
cially for them, because their 
interests, aspirations and challenges 
are often different from those of 
adults and children. This was the 
message the Minister of State 
(Youth) the Honourable Andrée 
Champagne brought to the 
Canadian Radio-television and 
Telecommunications Commission 
(CRTC) last March during the 
commission’s public hearings on 


youth broadcasting. Presenters at 
the hearings discussed the broad- 
casting needs of young people, and, 
particularly, whether the Canadian 
broadcasting system should include 
a special television channel devoted 
to youth. 


In her address to the commission, 
Mrs. Champagne noted that TV 
plays an important role in the lives 
of young people, but not necessarily 
a positive one, and she discussed 
concerns about stereotyping, 
violence and unrealistic attitudes 
promoted among the young through 
television. 


Mrs. Champagne stressed the 
importance of programing that 
reflects the diverse experiences of 
young Canadians and their different 
regional, cultural and social back- 
grounds. Television should address 
a variety of youth needs; it should 
entertain and inform young people 
and help them develop a positive 
social identity, she said. In addition, 
the minister said television must also 
appeal to young people through a 
youth-oriented style and presen- 
tation. 


“Young people themselves have 
much to offer in helping us achieve 
this goal,” the minister said. ‘““Their 
direct involvement in shaping pro- 
grams, decisions about accessibility 
and cost, and advertising guidelines 
can enhance considerably the ability 
of the broadcasting industry to 
effectively meet their needs.” 


Another important presentation to 
the CRTC hearings came from the 
Canadian Council on Children and 
Youth (CCCY). The council’s brief 
was based on a conference it had 
held on the subject of broadcasting 
for youth in August, 1984. This 
event brought together twenty 
young Canadians and six broadcast 
ing professionals. 


The CCCY brief states that more 
widespread discussion on the 
subject is needed before any policy 
decisions are made. However, it 


views the idea of a youth channel 
favourably, as long as it is set up 
carefully to ensure that the best 
interests of young people are served. 


A number of different kinds of 
programing are recommended. 
These include: science and educa- 
tional programs, vignettes on 
Canadian youth, music videos, a 
soap opera for young people, arts 
and cultural shows, fantasy 
programs and call-in shows that 
would allow youth to discuss their 
problems with professionals. 


The brief also states that the youth 
channel must have a clear mandate 
to provide suitable programs and 
that its structure should allow for 
young people’s participation. This 
could be achieved through such 
means as a youth editorial board 
which would advise on program 
content. 


A decision on a youth channel has 
been deferred until after a special 
task force, set up by the Department 
of Communications to look into a 
wide range of communications 
issues, tables its report in early 1986. 


TORONTO YOUTH 


ADOPT AN 


ETHIOPIAN VILLAGE 


group in Toronto is putting 
A youthful initiative and 

energies to work to bring 
some relief to hunger-ravaged 
Ethiopia. The group, consisting 
mostly of Toronto university 
students, has ‘“‘adopted”’ the village 
of Gode in southeastern Ethiopia 
and is raising money to buy badly- 
needed supplies for the area. So far 
Adopt-a-Village, as the project is 
called, has raised about $50,000 
which has gone towards medical 
supplies, a water tank and other 
items. The aid reaches Gode 
villagers through the World Univer- 
sity Service of Canada which has 
projects in the region. 


Adopt-a-Village was established in 
February 1985 by Toronto journalist 
Dawn MacDonald and University 
of Toronto student Patrick Witt- 
mann and has a core group of about 
twenty volunteers. The organization 
encourages elementary school, high 
school and university students to 
appeal to local businesses for dona- 
tions. This approach 1s working well, 
says Dawn MacDonald, adding: 


“We felt it would be effective if 
young people could organize a 
challenge to the adult community.” 


MacDonald says that the City of 
Toronto has been particularly 
supportive and various corporations 
and businesses have responded 
generously. Some of the fund-raising 
ideas generated by Adopt-a-Village 
have been highly innovative. For 
example, this past summer, the 
organization held a 24-hour Youth- 
fast during which volunteers (aged 
15-24) obtained donations from 
sponsors for each hour that they 
refrained from eating. Another 
event was a Wheel-a-Thon that 
enlisted the enthusiasm of young 
disabled persons. 


Currently, the organization is 
campaigning mostly through its 
newsletter, made possible by 
donations of printing and other 
services and sent to schools around 
the city. Upcoming issues of the 
newsletter will contain reports from 
Gode by two members of Adopt- 

a- Village who went to Ethiopia to 
observe the situation first hand. 


For more information, write to: 
Adopt-a-Village, University of 
Toronto, 33 George St., Toronto, 
Ontario, M5S 2E3. 


CALENDAR 
ADDITIONS 


Oct. 4-6 

Montreal — Quebec Regional 
Youth Forum. One of a series of 
forums sponsored by the federal 
government to allow youth to 
voice their concerns. Contact: 
Minister of State (Youth), [YY 
Program, Secretary of State, Guy 
Favreau Complex, 200 
Dorchester Blvd., W., West 
Tower, 10th fl., Montreal, Que., 
H2Z 1X4. 


Oct. 11-12 

Regina, Saskatchewan — Model 
UN (originally scheduled Aug. 
22-25). Contact: Shabbir Zavery, 
Pres., UN Association at Regina 
University, Rm. CL154B, 
University of Regina, Regina, 
Sask., S4S 0A2. 


Oct. 16 

National World Food Day — 
Theme: Youth and Food. Contact: 
World Food Day Association of 
Canada, 323 Chapel St., Ottawa, 
Ont; KIN@/Z2. 


Oct. 17-19 

Gatineau, Quebec — Le Congrés 
des professeurs d’économique du 
Québec (S.P.E.Q.). The event will 
bring secondary school teachers 
and students from all parts of 
Quebec to discuss youth 
economic issues. Contact: Pierre 
Duval, 17 Lavandou St., 
Gatineau, Quebec, J8T 5M3. 


Oct. 17-20 

Charlottetown — Come Together: 
P.E.I. Youth Invitational. Students 
and youth groups will discuss social, 
political and economic issues. 
Contact: Gordon Cobb, President, 
University of P.E.I. Students 
Union, 550 University Ave., 
Charlottetown, P.E.I., C1LA 4P3. 


Oct. 18-20 

Goose Bay, Labrador — Labrador 
East Youth Advisory Council 
Conference. Contact: Paul 
Hutchings, Chairman, Labrador 
East Regional Council, P.O. Box 
353, Station B, Happy Valley, 
Goose Bay, Labrador, AOP 1E0. 


Oct. 25-27 

Toronto, Ontario — Ontario 
Regional Youth Forum. Contact: 
Minister of State (Youth), IYY 
Program, Secretary of State, 201 - 
25 St. Clair Ave. E., Toronto, 
Ont., M4T 1Mz2. 


Oct. 27 

Vancouver, British Columbia — 
National Conference for German- 
Canadian Youth. Contact: Lucie 
Vetze, Secretary-General, Trans- 
Canada Alliance of German 
Canadians, 526 Grange Rd., 
Guelph, Ont., NIH 6H8. 


Nov. 1-2 

St. Paul, Alberta — Youth 
conference on self-development. 
Contact: Caroline Tewchin, 
Alberta Career Centre, Box 1989, 
St. Paul, Alberta, TOA 3A0. 


Nov. 7-16 

Toronto, Ontario — Youth ’85 at 
the Royal. The 57th Royal 
Agricultural Winter Fair features 
some 42 youth events. Contact: J. 
Andrew Stewart, General 
Manager, Royal Agricultural 
Winter Fair, Exhibition Place, 
Toronto, Ont., M6K 3C3. 


Nov. 8-ll 

Vancouver, British Columbia — 
University of British Columbia 
National Debating Champion- 
ships. Contact: Peter A. Smodé, 
U.B.C. Debating Society, Box 28, 
Student Union Bldg., U.B.C., 
Vancouver, B.C., V6T 1W5 


Nov. 12-14 

Moncton, New Brunswick — 
Careers Expo 85. Contact: Lisa 
McGrath, Greater Moncton 
Chamber of Commerce, P.O. Box 
1009, 236 St. George St., Monc- 
ton, N.B., AIC oP2, 


Nov. 12-16 

Toronto, Ontario — Careers 2001. 
An exhibition on careers and 
worksites of the future. Contact: 
Anne Roberts, CNE, Rm. 313, 

1 Front St. W., Toronto, Ont., 
M5] 1A4. 


Nov. 14-16 

Edmonton, Alberta — Alberta 
Youth Year Conference. Contact: 
Alberta Youth Year Secretariat, 
Alberta Recreation and Parks, 7th 
floor — Standard Life Centre, 
10405 Jasper Ave., Edmonton, 
Alta., T5J 3N4. 


Nov. 15-17 

Hamilton, Ontario — Youth 
Conference on the Future. A 
discussion forum for youth from 
across Ontario. Contact: Bo 
Todd, Projects Coordinator, 
United Nations International 
Youth Year Centre, 1532 King 
Street E., Hamilton, Ont., 

L8N IBI1. 


Nov. 15-18 

Ottawa, Ontario — National 
Youth Conference. A conference 
hosted by Gov. Gen. Jeanne 
Sauve at Rideau Hall. Sponsored 
by Canadian Living Magazine. 
Contact: Canadian Living 
National Youth Conference, 

50 Holly St., Toronto, Ont., 
MAS 3B3. 


Nov. 25-Dec. 6 

International Youth for Peace and 
Justice Tour. 48 young people 
from 20 war-torn or under- 
developed countries as well as 
disadvantaged Canadian youth 
will visit 36 Canadian cities. 
Contact: Jack Ajzenberg, B’nai 
Brith Hillel Foundation of 
Montreal, 3460 Stanley St., 
Montreal, Que., H3A I1R8. 


Nov. 27-30 

Charlottetown, Prince Edward 
Island — Model Youth Parlia- 
ment. Youth to discuss issues 1n a 
parliamentary setting. Contact: 
Allan Andrews, P.O. Box 2000, 
Charlottetown, P.E.I., CLA 7N8. 


A MESSAGE FROM THE HONOURABLE ANDREE CHAMPAGNE, 
MINISTER OF STATE (YOUTH) 


The Hon. Andrée Champagne 


Nairobi Conference: 


Strengthening the 


Women’s Movement 


Heather Backhouse, 21, was one of 
four young women who travelled to 
Nairobi, Kenya, last summer along 
with the Canadian delegation to 
Forum ’85, the non-governmental 
conference marking the end of the 
United Nations Decade for Women. 
One of the aims of the event was to 
develop strategies for future action 
on women’s issues. For this reason, 
youth participation was especially 
important, says Heather, because 
“‘we are the future generation. We 
have to be included in planning, in 
building the women’s movement.” 


Heather says the conference taught 
her “‘an incredible amount about the 
strength, accomplishments and 
effectiveness of women the world 
over.” It also gave her new insights 
on the struggles of women in dif- 
ferent parts of the world and their 
contributions. 


“You can’t help but look at things 
differently after an exposure like 
that,” she comments. 


he past ten months have 
[vee active ones for young 

Canadians. Young people 
from every part of the country have 
participated in events marking 
International Youth Year and 
promoting youth concerns. This 
past summer alone, there were some 
92 major activities, both national 
and international, in honour of the 
year. 


Many of these projects received 
funding assistance from the 
Government of Canada in keeping 
with the federal government’s role of 


A political science and women’s 
studies student at the University of 
Manitoba, Heather was one of the 
founders of the Manitoba Youth 
Action Group, an organization 
established to address youth issues 
both during and after 1985. Through 
workshops, public meetings and 
individual contacts, she is briefing as 
many people as she can on the 
results of the Nairobi conference. 
Her hope is to make more young 
women aware of women’s issues and 
help motivate them to become active 
in the movement. 


Experiencing 


the Third World 


through CONFEJES 


For Diane Losier of Tracadie, New 
Brunswick, International Youth 
Year was an eye-opener, because it 
gave her the opportunity to witness 
life in a Third World country. Diane 
was part of a group of francophone 
Canadians who travelled to the 
Ivory Coast for an international 
cultural event organized by 
CONFEJES (Conférence des 
ministres de la jeunesse et des sports 
des pays d’expression francaise). 


promoting the observance of IYY. 
Projects sponsored encompassed a 
wide range of initiatives and 
spanned the whole gamut of youth 
concerns. Their success was due in 
large part to the enthusiasm, energy 
and dedication of the young partici- 
pants, who, in turn, benefitted 
immeasurably from their involve- 
ment in the events. Allow me to 
introduce you to some of these 
outstanding young Canadians and 
their projects. Their stories convey a 
sense of the impact that IYY has, 
thus far, had on Canada’s youth. 


Diane enjoyed meeting and sharing 
experiences with young people who 
came to the conference from many 
parts of the world. But her most 
vivid memories are of what she 
learned about the host country. 


“*T was expecting that the culture 
and the standard of living would be 
very different from our own, but I 
was surprised at the extent of the 
differences. Living conditions there 
are so much harder. It certainly 
made me appreciate what we have in 
Canada.” 


Diane says she also became aware of 
many positive aspects of life ina 
small African country. She was 
impressed by the respectful attitude 
of young people to the elderly and 
by the evidence of strong family and 
community ties. 


“It was a real privilege to learn 
about another culture by seeing it 
with my own eyes,” Diane says. 
‘““Education doesn’t come just from 
books. First-hand experiences are 
essential too.” 


Red Cross Youth Jamaica: 
Design Participant Gains 
Practical Projects Understanding 
of Global Problems 


A few years ago, high school student 
David Ramey of Winnipeg went to a 
Red Cross youth camp and “‘got 
hooked” by the organization’s ideal 
of service to the community. When 
he attended the Red Cross’ Inter- 
national Youth Congress in Calgary 
this past summer, David discovered 
that many young people the world 
over share his enthusiasm for 
voluntary service. 


“I was really impressed to see youth 
from different countries sharing 
similar ideals and concerns and 
being willing to work together to 
make things happen. It strength- 
ened my own motivation.” 


The purpose of the congress was to 
give the young people leadership 
training so that they could initiate 
and implement development 
projects in their various communi- 
ties. Each participant teamed up 
with a partner from another country 
and worked on an action plan for a 
community project. David and his 
partner, a young woman from Italy, 
wanted to see more focus on 
international issues, particularly the 
concerns of developing nations, in 
their local schools. The two drafted 
a plan for introducing international 
development education in the school 
curriculum. The plan is not merely a 
theoretical exercise. David says he 
intends to spend some of his free 
time this year urging school boards 
to adopt his ideas. 


“T feel it’s important that students 
learn more about international 
issues. It’s one way to encourage 
them to become more concerned, 
more involved.” 


In April 1985, Kingston, Jamaica, 
hosted an historic International 
Youth Conference which brought 
together young people from some 
100 countries for discussions on the 
IYY themes: Participation, Devel- 
opment and Peace. Doug Sawyer, a 
19-year-old agriculture student from 
Calgary and an active member of the 
4-H Clubs (a service organization) 
was part of the Canadian delegation. 


The event, says Doug, was “a great 
opportunity to expand my political 
and cultural knowledge. I learned a 
lot about the Third World. I also 
learned more about different realities 
in Canada through the members of 
the Canadian delegation who came 
from every part of the country.” 


The congress participants were 
divided into three working groups, 
corresponding to the three IY Y 
themes, with each group drafting 
resolutions on their respective 
theme. The resolutions will be pre- 
sented to governments and to youth 
organizations around the world. 


Doug would like to see, as additional 
follow-up, similar youth congresses 
held on an annual basis. 


“T would pay out of my own pocket 
to go to such an event again. I think 
this sort of thing is very important 
for young people. We’re at an 
impressionable age. Now is the time 
for us to learn about the problems of 
the world, to increase our under- 
standing so that we can become 
involved in working for change,” 
says Doug. 


He adds that he was highly satisfied 
with the way the Canadian govern- 
ment organized participation in the 
Jamaica conference. 


“Some of the other countries sent 
youth workers who weren’t neces- 
sarily young themselves. But ours 
was an all-youth delegation. I was 
one of the youngest people there, 
and I had as much say as anyone. I 
was very happy about that.” 


Peace Conference 
Allows Concerned Youth 


to Forge Ties 


Fiore Pace, 23, of Ottawa, Ontario, 
has been planning a career in inter- 
national development service for a 
long time. He stepped closer to his 
goal recently when he participated 
in INPAX ’85, a peace conference 
organized by the Pax Humana 
Group and held in Ottawa this past 
August. The conference gave Fiore 
an opportunity to network with 
many young people from different 
parts of the world, which led to his 
meeting a man from a rural develop- 
ment project in Peru. The two 
struck up an instant rapport and 
Fiore was invited to go to Peru as a 
volunteer worker on the project. 


“It’s the kind of thing I’m very 
interested in. I’ve always had the 
philosophy that I want to do things 
for people. It sounds very idealistic 
maybe, but this conference accen- 
tuated the feeling. It was inspiring 
to be with other people who share 
my ideals.” 


The Inpax conference was designed 
to help young people gain skills to 
implement peace projects in their 
communities. The concept of peace 
was seen from a broad perspective 
and was not merely viewed as the 
absence of war, says Fiore. 


Conference workshops were divided 
into theoretical discussions of inter- 
national problems and practical 
sessions on such matters as letter- 
writing techniques, effective oral 
presentations, and so on. This dual 
focus was highly effective and gave 
participants good all-round training, 
Fiore says. 


St. George’s Indian Youth 
Youth Learn Speak Out 
Leadership Skills Through Anthology 


Karen Swyer, 16, is from St. 
George’s, Newfoundland, where, for 
the past three years, she’s been active 
in St. George’s Youth, a social ser- 
vice organization for young people. 
Her group marked IYY by organiz- 
ing a leadership development 
workshop in nearby St. John’s for 
fifteen St. George’s Youth members. 
Karen was one of the participants 
who spent three days at the St. 
John’s YM-YWCA honing their 
leadership skills. 


The group’s activities included 
participating in sports tournaments, 
attending sessions on leadership 
skills, and visiting cultural sites in 
the city. 


“T really enjoyed it,” says Karen. 
“It gave me experience in dealing 
with people and that boosted my 
self-confidence a lot. I also enjoyed 
being at the St. John’s ‘Y’ because 
they have lots of facilities that we 
don’t have here.”’ 


Karen is now applying her newly 
acquired leadership skills to her 
volunteer activities with St. 
George’s Youth. These include 
serving senior citizens, helping with 
fund-raising activities of the local 
Cancer Society and doing occasional 
volunteer work at the Town Hall. 
She is enthusiastic, not only about 
her own participation in an IYY 
project, but about the year’s impact 
on the community in general. 


“People seem to be willing to talk to 
us (youth) more now and to do things 
for the youth group,” she says. 


The Seventh Generation is a project 
designed to encourage Canada’s 
Indian youth (the seventh genera- 
tion since the Royal Proclamation of 
1763) to write about their concerns 
and experiences. Sponsored by the 
Assembly of First Nations, the 
project will publish submissions in 
an anthology of prose and poetry by 
young Indians from across Canada. 


Sheldon Leonard, participant in the 
Seventh Generation project. 


One of those intending to submit a 
contribution is 19-year-old Sheldon 
Leonard, an Ojibwa currently 
enrolled in Native Studies at Trent 
University in Peterborough, Ontario. 
Though Indian by birth, Sheldon 
was raised by a non-Indian adoptive 
family, an experience that had 
positive aspects, he says, but also 
many painful ones. He wants to 
write about what it was like to be 
caught between two cultures, his 
growing awareness of his Native 
identity and how he came to affirm 
this identity. 


“T hope that what I write will be 
useful to others who are trying to 
establish their own sense of identity 
and self-esteem,” he says. 


Sheldon believes that such sharing 
of experiences can help Indian 
youth gain self-confidence and 
overcome the many problems that 
they face — high unemployment, 
discrimination and despair. The 
anthology will also serve to raise 
awareness among Canadians gener- 
ally of the roadblocks impeding the 
development of Indian youth. 


The Seventh Generation project 
also involves two contests for young 
people — one for the cover design of 
the anthology and one to determine 
to whom or to what the book should 
be dedicated. Submissions will be 
judged by a panel of Indian youth, 
including Sheldon Leonard. 


Deaf Youth 


Work to 


Improve Services 


Nigel Howard is a student at the 
University of British Columbia who 
is deaf and very concerned about 
improving services for deaf people at 
his university. This concern 
prompted him to attend a confer- 
ence for deaf youth sponsored by the 
Canadian Association of the Deaf 
and held in London, Ontario, 
August 10 - 16, 1985. 


The conference enabled participants 
to share experiences and informa- 
tion and to develop organizing skills 
so that they could more effectively 
participate in advocacy associations 
for the deaf. A further aim of the 
event was to encourage young 
people to lobby for better support 
services such as interpretation, 
notetaking and counselling at 
educational institutions. 


Nigel says the event made him more 
aware that his problems were not 
unique, that deaf people throughout 
Canada have similar concerns. The 
conference also gave him good ideas 
about how to organize youth in his 
area, and encouragement to do so. 


“T plan to establish some youth 
workshops locally,”’ Nigel says. “‘I 
also want to help set up a new orga- 
nization — the Canadian Hearing- 
Impaired Post Secondary Students 
Association (CHIPSSA) — which 
the conference decided to create.”’ 


Festival Celebrates 


Youthful Spirit 


Patricia Allard, a 16-year-old high 
school student from Laval, Quebec, 
enjoys expressing herself through 
drama. Since 1983, she has been 
involved in a young people’s theatre 
and arts organization called 
Créations des enfants. 


‘‘Créations des enfants is more than 
just theatre,” Patricia explains. 
“You're allowed to express yourself 
by writing your own plays. This lets 
you talk about relevant problems 
such as suicide or drugs.” 


This year Créations invited young 
people from different parts of 
Canada to come to Montreal and 
take part in an [YY theatre, music 
and dance festival (Réalité jeunesse 
°85). The gala performance was held 
at Montreal’s prestigious Place des 
Arts. Patricia Allard helped organize 
the event which, she says, helped 
her gain important skills and 
experience. 


“The P.R. work I did gave me a 
chance to talk on radio and TV. I 
also learned how to direct a play and 
all the technical aspects of the 
theatre. I was on the Board of 
Directors, and this let me learn how 
a theatre company works, how to 
make a budget, and so on. Budget- 
ing skills can be useful for the future. 
I also learned I have more energy 
than I think I do. I feel more 
responsible now.” 


She also enjoyed meeting other 
young Canadians from a variety of 
social backgrounds and from 
different parts of the country, and 
she is generally enthusiastic about 
the results of IYY. 


‘Youth Year helped us open up to 
other people. Adults realize that kids 
and youth have a lot to say...and 
they (the adults) are listening.” 


Patricia is now helping to plan 
Créations’ next big event, a ““Peace 
Tour” of Europe for young people 
from across Canada. The tour is 
planned for the summer of 1986. 


Vélo Cité Promotes 


Better 


Cycling Services 


Jean Héon, an ardent cyclist from 
Montreal, Quebec, decided to 
organize an IYY activity that would 
have some highly practical results 
for young people. He therefore 
initiated Vélo Cité, a project to 
evaluate bicycle routes and other 
facilities for cyclists in twelve 
Quebec cities. 


‘“Today’s economic conditions force 
us to reconsider some of our habits 
as consumers,” Jean explains. “‘It’s 
making sense for people, especially 
young people, to use bicycles as an 
inexpensive means of transporta- 
tion. We have to make our cities 
more accessible to cyclists.” 


Ve 
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Vélo Cité took up this challenge by 
organizing a working group of 
twenty-four cyclists (two for each 
city) who rode through and 
evaluated all the bicycle routes in 
their respective communities. They 
assessed such matters as the extent 
of the routes, conditions of paths 
and safety features. They have been 
distributing the information 
gathered through a newsletter and 
other publications. 


For Jean Héon the project was an 
opportunity to develop skills as an 
organizer and manager as well as to 
learn more about a subject that 
deeply interests him — how to get 
around Quebec cities by bicycle. 
The 25-year-old cyclist also feels 
that the project greatly benefitted 
others. 


““We enjoyed excellent publicity, 
more than 200 interviews. This 
meant that the community was 
sensitized to the transportation 
needs of young people. It’s very 
satisfying to start a project like this 
from scratch and see it realized.” 


Student members of the Ottawa Board of Education’s IYY committee get ready for 


a Youth Run — one of the OBE’s many activities to celebrate the year. 


News from the 


Global 
VAG... 


ASIAN CONFERENCE 


DESIGNED 


TO PREPARE YOUTH 


FOR FUTURE 


conference to be held in 
A New Delhi, India, 

December 9 to 13, will aim 
to improve prospects for the youth 
of Asia and to increase their 
participation in the development of 
the region. The event is called Asian 
Youth Conference on Participation, 
Development and Peace: Preparing 
Youth for the 21st Century. 


Some subjects to be covered 
include: a review of successful youth 
projects and programs; participation 
of youth in programs to promote 
population stability; health of young 
people; regional cooperation on 
youth projects; and a 20-year plan 
for fulfilling some of the conference’s 
objectives. Participants at the event 
will include youth leaders, students, 
government representatives and 
NGO representatives. Contact: D. 
Paul Chowdhry, Hon. Director, 
Vishwa Yuvak Kendra (Inter- 
national Youth Centre), Teen Murti 
Marg, Chanakyapuri New Delhi- 
110021, India. 


CHILDREN APPEAL STUDENTS 
TO LEADERS TO PARTICIPATE 
“SAVE THE WORLD” IN INTERNATIONAL 
he United Nations has UNIVERSITY 
[ isstes school-age children CONFERENCE 


from around the world to 
write to the UN Secretary-General 
and to world leaders on the theme 
“Please Save Our World.” The 
project was set up by the UN’s 
International Environmental 
Education Foundation. Organizers 
hope that children from 140 
countries will respond and that 
enough letters will be received to 
have a meaningful impact when 
delivered to the leaders. The 
children’s appeals will be presented 
during a special ceremony at the UN 
in October, 1985. There is also a pos- 
sibility that the project will publish a 
book of sample letters. 


YOUTH SERVICE 


WORKERS MEET 


IN CHICAGO 


hicago, Illinois, recently 
ie hosted an International 

Youth Services Conference 
which brought together youth 
workers from developing and devel- 
oped countries. Participants at the 
October 6 to 9 meeting discussed 
programs to promote personal devel- 
opment among young people and 
ways to encourage their participa- 
tion in social, cultural and economic 
affairs. 


The event also gave youth service 
workers an opportunity to share 
experiences with their counterparts 
from other countries, to establish 
networks and to set up mechanisms 
for mutual assistance. 


cademics and students from 
Arona of universities 

around the world came 
together in Los Angeles, California, 
August 12 to 17, for the eighth 
general conference of the Inter- 
national Association of Universities. 
The gathering, held every five years, 
is an opportunity for university 
representatives to discuss mutual 
concerns, forge international links 
and overcome cultural, social and 
political barriers. 


This year was the first time in the 
conference’s history that student 
participants were included, a 
development that occurred because 
of IY Y. Delegates took part in a 
large number of workshops and 
seminars on a variety of political, 
regional and economic issues. 


RESO CE 
BUUK... 


Apostolic Letter of Pope John 
Paul II to the Youth of the World 
on the Occasion of International 
Youth Year. 


A message from the Pope to the 
world’s youth. Available from: 
Canadian Conference of Catholic 
Bishops, 90 Parent Avenue, Ottawa, 
Ontario, KIN 7B1. (also available in 
French) 


CICH Newsletter, March 1985. 
Canadian Institute of Child Health. 


This two-page newsletter discusses 
young people’s health, particularly 
accidents among young people and 
unwanted pregnancies. Available 
from: Canadian Institute of Child 
Health, Suite 105, 17 York Street, 
Ottawa, Ontario, KIN 5S7. 


Being Young. A 16mm colour film. 
26 min, 55 secs. 


Produced by the Radio and Visual 
Services Division, Department of 
Public Information, UNITED 
NATIONS. This film pays tribute to 
youth by looking at young people in 
various parts of the world who face 
special challenges. 


Distributed by Marlin Motion 
Pictures Ltd., 211 Watline Ave., 
Suite 206, Mississauga, Ont., L4Z 
iP3: 


Katimavik: Planting Ideas 
(Séme les idées). A 10-minute 16 
mm film. %4” and 2” videocassette. 
Written, directed and edited by 
David Leach. Available in French 
and English. 


Features two groups of young 
Katimavik participants working on 
forestry projects. Promotes the UN 
Tree Project, a major activity for 
IYY. Available from: Asterisk Film 
& Videotape Productions Ltd., 504 
— 409 King St. W., Toronto, Ont., 
M5V 1K. 


Répertoire des ressources 
jeunesse 85, by the Secrétariat a la 
jeunesse, Government of Quebec, 
IMAJ 85 and Editions Conver- 
gence. Government of Quebec, 
1985. Contact: [YY Programs, 
Secretary of State, Guy Favreau 
Complex, 200 Dorchester Blvd W., 
West Tower, 10th Floor, Montreal, 
Quebec, H2Z 1X4. 


A reference book on services for 
Quebec youth. 


Success in School, by Tom Nash. 
Published by Tom Nash: Milton, 
Ontario, 1985. 105 pages. 


A guide to successful study tech- 
niques written by a 19-year-old 
McMaster University student. 
Available from Tom Nash, P.O. Box 
207, Milton, Ontario, LOT 4N9. 


Zoot Capri, published by the 
Alberta Alcoholism and Drug Abuse 
Commission (AADAC). 


A dynamic, fun-to-read magazine 
for teenagers, packed with colour, 
humour and interesting items. 
Promotes positive alternatives to the 
alcohol and drug scene without 
being didactic. Available free of 
charge to all 12 - 16-year-olds living 
in Alberta; $6.00 per year to all other 
subscribers. Write to Zoot Capri 
Magazine, #2410, 144-4th Avenue 
S.W., Calgary, Alberta, T2P 3N4. 


Youth Link International. This is 
a computerized data-base providing 
information of interest to youth on 
subjects such as education, employ- 
ment, recreation and culture. The 
system will allow young people to 
link up with a wide range of youth- 
serving agencies and activities. 
Contact: Youth Link International, 
2403-17th Street, S.W., Calgary, 
Alberta, T2T 4M9. 


Amitié-Jeunesse — a pen pal 
program for young people 7 to 17 
years old. 


Through this organization, young 
people can find pen pals from a wide 
variety of countries. A fee of $1 is 
charged for each pen pal. Contact: 
Amitié-Jeunesse, P.O. Box 16, 
Lasalle, Quebec, H8R 3T7. 
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July 21, 1985 — Ile Perrot, Quebec. Katimavik and international youth participants 


work together collecting garbage along the banks of the St. Lawrence River 
as part of Katimavik’s Environment Week. Photo: fean Groupti, La Presse. 
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